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Now, the thing I do think they have to
be careful about with their credibility is the
very, very hard hits they put on office holders
who don’t do as they believe. I remember
one of the Members of Congress who lost
in the last election told me of an encounter
with a Christian Coalition minister who said
to this Member, ‘‘Well, you want to see what
we’re going to put out in our churches on
Sunday, tomorrow?’’ And she said, ‘‘Yes, I’d
like to see it.’’ And she went to these ten
items; she said, ‘‘But, these two things aren’t
true.’’ He said, ‘‘So, it’s generally true. So
what?’’

So I think that that could hurt their credi-
bility more than anything else, the idea that
they’re using the emotions of people of faith
who are deeply disturbed for good reasons
with what’s going on in our country today
and channeling those emotions into convic-
tions about people in public life that aren’t
true. Now, that could hurt their credibility.

But I think just taking positions on these
other things, I think everybody knows that
they basically are an arm of the Republican
Party and that they’re going to take all these
positions. I don’t see that there’s anything
wrong with them doing it. And I agree with
some of them, too. You know, I don’t dis-
agree with everything in that Contract; I
agree with some of it.

Did everybody get a question? I’m glad
to see you.

Q. It’s good to see you.
The President. Thanks. Do you ever wish

you were back in Conway?
Q. Almost every day when I’m driving out

to Fairfax County for that hour and a half.
[Laughter]

The President. It’s pretty out there. I had
a woman today from Lonoke come sing at
the prayer breakfast. It made me so homesick
I could hardly stand it.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:46 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks Announcing the
Nomination of Henry Foster To Be
Surgeon General and an Exchange
With Reporters
February 2, 1995

The President. Thank you very much,
Madam Secretary, and let me say it’s a pleas-
ure to have Mrs. Foster and Senator Frist,
Congressman Clement here.

The Surgeon General of the United States
has enormous responsibilities. As the public
face of our Public Health Service, he or she
really is the people’s doctor, the person re-
sponsible for promoting good health prac-
tices and alerting the Nation when health
threats exist. To fill this post, I wanted some-
one who is both a top-flight medical profes-
sional and a strong leader and effective com-
municator. Dr. Henry Foster is such a per-
son. And I am pleased today to announce
my intention to nominate him as the Surgeon
General of the United States.

He is widely respected in the world of
medicine and science. After serving his coun-
try for 2 years as an Air Force medical officer,
he became chief of obstetrics and gynecology
at Andrew Memorial Hospital at Tuskegee
University.

For the past 21 years, he has worked at
Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. As the dean of the school of medicine
and its acting president, he helped Meharry
to lead the way to meeting the health needs
of the poor and the undeserved. At the mo-
ment, he is a visiting senior scholar at the
Association of Academic Health Centers
here in Washington.

In the communities he’s served, Dr. Foster
has won hearts and minds for his innovation
and his dedication to saving the lives of young
people and vulnerable people. He’s received
numerous honors for his work in obstetrics
and dealing with sickle cell anemia and, very
notably, in the prevention of teen pregnancy.

He has shown us how one person can
make a difference. Eight years ago he devel-
oped and directed the ‘‘I Have a Future’’
program at Meharry to help stop teen preg-
nancy. It has been an unqualified success.
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Working with young people that others might
think beyond help, he built up their self-es-
teem. He taught them job skills. He encour-
aged them to stay in school. Most important,
he told them to be responsible for them-
selves. Thanks to Dr. Foster, these young
people have a chance to live a good, full life.

I want Dr. Foster to use what he’s learned
to help America attack the epidemic of teen
pregnancies and unmarried pregnancies. We
know Government can only do so much. So
large a part of Dr. Foster’s job obviously will
be to use his enormous skills of persuasion
to reach out to people in the private sector
in the religious, education, entertainment,
sports, and other communities in this coun-
try.

As I said in the State of the Union, when
I challenged all sectors of our society to help
us deal with these problems that must be
dealt with one by one, we have to have help
everywhere. I am convinced Dr. Foster is the
person to galvanize this help and lead this
charge. We want everyone to do their part
to find the solution to this problem.

I want Dr. Foster now to say a few words,
but as I introduce him, I want to thank him
for taking on a task in public service at a
time when public service sometimes has
prices that are clearer than rewards. I thank
him for his willingness to serve, to try to
make a difference in the health care of the
people of this country and especially to try
to make a difference in the future of the peo-
ple of this country.

I thank his friends and colleagues for sup-
porting him, the marvelous letter we re-
ceived from Donna Shalala’s predecessor,
Dr. Lou Sullivan, the letter we received from
the head of the American Medical Associa-
tion, and of course, the support you have
from your Congressman, Bob Clement, and
from Senator Frist who just told me that he
was the first doctor elected to the United
States Senate since before the Depression.

So I would say it is time. Now, I’m going
to try to keep for feeling so poorly I need
his help in any way other than a legislative
sense.

Dr. Foster, the podium is yours.

[At this point, Dr. Foster thanked the Presi-
dent and made brief remarks.]

Teen Pregnancy
The President. You just hit the high point.

Now you have to answer questions. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. Dr. Foster, do you think that at the—
your programs about teen pregnancy in
Nashville can be applied on a national scale?

Dr. Foster. I certainly do, and there have
been efforts already to replicate the program;
there is no doubt about it. It can be——

Q. I hear a lot about personal commit-
ment, but I don’t hear anything about official
commitment. Mr. President, does your plan
to combat teen pregnancy carry any new
money with it? How do you intend to do that,
or is it going to be primarily by the private
sector?

The President. We have a whole plan
we’ve been working on for months, and Dr.
Foster and I are going to get together and
go over the outlines that we had worked on
before he agreed to come on, and we will
finalize that. I expect we’ll be announcing it
sometime in the very near future, and we’ll
talk about then how we intend to do it.

Q. Will it take more Federal money?
The President. Well, I think the main

thing we have to do is to galvanize the re-
sources that are there now, spend the money
that’s there now better, and get—I have been
led to believe by many people all across this
country that there will be an enormous
amount of support for this effort in the pri-
vate sector if they have confidence that it’s
a serious, disciplined, organized effort that
is likely to work.

I might let Dr. Foster say more about that.
Dr. Foster. No, the only thing I would

add that didn’t come out, we are going to
also utilize greatly the volunteer efforts.
There is an emerging middle and upper black
class that’s doing everything now to give
back. This has only developed among Afri-
can-Americans since World War II. And I’m
surely certain that the same sort of emer-
gence is occurring with Hispanics and other
ethnic groups in this country.

Q. Mr. President, does he have same li-
cense to be as outspoken and blunt as Dr.
Elders did, or some areas—did you caution
him that there are some areas that he
shouldn’t be talking about?

Dr. Foster. No comment. [Laughter]
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The President. I can’t do better than that.
[Laughter]

Confirmation
Q. Mr. President, some conservatives have

already said that they plan to oppose your
nomination because of Dr. Foster’s support
for distribution of contraceptive devices in
public schools and his stand on abortion. Do
you anticipate a problem—this confirmation?

The President. No. I’ll tell you, the policy
of the administration is that we should have
appropriate education policies in schools,
that we should encourage abstinence among
our young people, that the question of con-
traception is one that should be resolved at
the local level involving all sectors of the local
community. There is no national policy on
that, and there will not be.

In terms of the other issues that could be
raised, I am confident that thoughtful con-
servatives will have the same view of Dr. Fos-
ter as Senator Frist does when they have the
same opportunity to review his whole record.
I think that we got an endorsement from the
head of the American Medical Association
already and from President Bush’s HHS Di-
rector, Dr. Sullivan, who went to medical
school with Dr. Foster, and I think there will
be many others coming forward. So I feel
good about it.

Deficit Reduction
Q. Mr. President, the budget that is going

to be released on Monday, are you calling
for a smaller deficit decrease than you had
originally hoped for?

The President. A smaller deficit——
Q. Are your efforts to decrease the defi-

cit——
The President. Our efforts to decrease

the deficit—let me say this—I’m calling for
twice as much in budget cuts as I am for
the cost of the middle class bill of rights, the
tax relief for the middle class. So my tax cuts
are paid for, and there is further deficit re-
duction in our budget. And we will keep a
tight rein on the budget deficit.

The one thing that we have no control over
in the budget deficit is the impact of higher
interest rates on the deficit. The American
people should know that whenever interest
rates are raised by the Fed, among other

things, the cost of carrying the Nation’s debt
goes up. So we can’t do anything about that.
And in that sense, the deficit will not go down
as much as I hoped, because the interest
rates have gone up. You can’t overcompen-
sate for that. There’s nothing to be done
about it.

But we’re doing a better job in controlling
inflation and health care than I thought we
would a year or so ago; the whole country
is. I don’t mean just the government; the
people in health care and the people in busi-
ness are working harder on it. We have a
lot of budget cuts that are very important
and significant in this budget, and I’m look-
ing forward to working with Congress to see
how we can do even better. And I think that
I’m encouraged by what they said, that they
want to pay for their tax cuts. So I think that
this—when I submit the budget, I think it’ll
be the beginning of a very positive thing. I
don’t have bad feelings about it.

China
Q. What’s your reaction to China saying

that your human rights report is indiscreet
and meddling in their own affairs?

The President. Well, that’s always been
their view, and we disagree. I mean, we be-
lieve there are international standards for
human rights. The Human Rights Assistant
Secretary is charged by law with submitting
a report every year. All he did was fulfill his
legal responsibility to tell the truth as he saw
it, and I support what he did. I think Mr.
Shattuck’s done a good job, and I think it’s
a very—it’s by far, by the way, the most com-
prehensive report ever filed by the State De-
partment on human rights, and it covers far
more than China. China was not singled out.
We evaluated every country in every part of
the globe with any issue in this regard.

Thank you very much.
Q. How are the baseball talks going? Have

you gotten feedback?
The President. We just—we’re in it.

That’s all I can say. Not up, not down—we’re
in it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred Dr. Foster’s wife, St. Clair Foster.
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Statement on Appointments to the
Commission on the Roles and
Capabilities of the United States
Intelligence Community
February 2, 1995

I am announcing today appointments to
the congressionally mandated Commission
on the Roles and Capabilities of the United
States Intelligence Community. The Com-
mission will be chaired by the current Chair-
man of my Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board, Les Aspin. Former Senator Warren
Rudman will serve as the Vice Chairman, and
I have asked General Lew Allen, Jr., Zoe
Baird, Ann Caracristi, Stephen Friedman,
Anthony S. Harrington, Robert J. Hermann,
and Ambassador Paul Wolfowitz to serve as
well.

These distinguished Americans will join
the eight members appointed by the leader-
ship of the 103d Congress. They are Tony
Coelho, David Dewhurst, Representative
Norm Dicks, Senator James Exon, former
Senator Wyche Fowler, Representative Por-
ter Goss, General Robert Pursley, and Sen-
ator John Warner.

Intelligence remains a critical element of
our national power and influence. For over
40 years bipartisan support for the work per-
formed by U.S. intelligence has been essen-
tial to the creation of an intelligence capabil-
ity that is second to none. While the world
has changed in dramatic ways, our need to
retain the advantage that U.S. intelligence
provides our country remains constant.

With the end of the cold war we must
renew and reinvigorate this bipartisan sup-
port. The foundation for this support must
begin with a thorough assessment of the kind
of intelligence community we will need to
address the security challenges of the future.
Our objective is to strengthen U.S. intel-
ligence, to ensure it has the management,
skills, and resources needed to successfully
pursue our national security interests
through the next decade and beyond. It is
an effort to which I attach the highest per-
sonal priority.

I am confident that Les Aspin, Warren
Rudman, and the other outstanding mem-
bers of this Commission will work coopera-
tively with the leadership of the intelligence

community and the Congress to ensure con-
tinued bipartisan support for this critical mis-
sion. And I know that their effort will ensure
the continued trust of the American people
in the outstanding and often unheralded
work performed by the men and women of
U.S. intelligence.

NOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Major Narcotics Producing and
Transit Countries
February 2, 1995

Dear Mr. Chairman:
In accordance with section 490(h) of the

Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended,
I have determined that the following coun-
tries are major illicit drug producing or drug
transit countries: Afghanistan, The Bahamas,
Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, China, Colombia, Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Haiti, Hong Kong, India, Iran, Jamaica, Laos,
Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Paki-
stan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Syria, Taiwan,
Thailand, Vietnam, and Venezuela. These
countries have been selected on the basis of
information from the April 1, 1994, Inter-
national Narcotics Control Strategy Report
and from other United States Government
sources.

While it is an important cannabis pro-
ducer, Morocco does not appear on this list
since I have determined that its estimated
30,000 hectares of illicit cannabis cultivation
are consumed mostly in Europe and North
Africa as hashish and do not significantly af-
fect the United States. (Under section
481(e)(2)(C) of the Foreign Assistance Act,
as amended by the International Narcotics
Control Corrections Act of 1994, the term
‘‘major illicit drug producing country’’ is de-
fined to include countries in which 5,000
hectares or more of illicit cannabis is cul-
tivated or harvested during a year, unless I
determine that such illicit cannabis produc-
tion does not significantly affect the United
States.)

This year the Dominican Republic, Haiti,
Taiwan, and Vietnam have been added to the
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